Under thi 




2 2D03 



Doc. No. 242807 WEMMWSBmSA (4/03) 
Approved for use ttvougri 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademartt Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

{use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known 


Application Number 


Unassigned 


Filing Date 


Septemt)er 26. 2003 


First Nanned Inventor 


Thomas L Sevier et al. 


Group Art Unit 


3764 


Examiner Name 


Quang D. Thanh 


^ Sheet 1 1 of 5 


Attornev Docket Number 


20232-15 ^ 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Exemlner 
Inltbis* 


Cite 
No.* 


Document Number 
Number-Kind Code* (if known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DfVYYYY 


Name of Patentee or 


Page*, Columna, Lines where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Roures Appear 


Ur 




U OUj^oU 




Barnet 










D 1 5S 773 




























D 237,313 


10-21-1975 


Harris 










D 262.908 


02-02-1982 


Pesco 










D 263.077 


02-16-1982 


Stanton 










D 264,754 


06-0M982 


Vitra 










D 272.090 


01-03-1984 


Hosid 










0 285.116 


08-12-1986 


Hoff 










D 288.847 


03-17-1987 


Kaeser 










D 304,495 


11-07-1989 


Tyo et ai. 










□ 317,204 


05-28-1991 


Henneseey 










D 323,036 


01-07-1992 


Yang 










D 328,328 


07-28-1992 


Juarez 










D 338,964 


08-31-1993 


Tarjoto 










0 342,999 


01-04-1994 


Gonsalves, Jr. 










D 345,801 


04-05-1994 


Bosch 










D 357,322 


04-1 M 995 


Matthews 





Examiner 

Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Potent Document 
Country Cod8'*fJumb6r*-Klnd Code* Qi known} 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Paterrtee or 
Application of CKed 
Document 


Pages, ColumnSi Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Rgures Appear 








PR 002637496 Al 


04-1990 


Guillot 












DE 10702 


06-1895 


Simons 












DE 848544 


09-1952 


Schluier 












DE 909768 


04-1954 


Jusgen 












DE 2303544 


08-1974 


Ludwig 


















































Examiner 
Signature 

E MR 



mm i \ BM mm a w gMw i aaim wm vm bw. \m m m 



Date 

Considered 



consiaerea 



uuuiu II reiereace c< 
copy of this fomi wiih next 



lnHl£i] CudUOtl II DOl in COOff 



iCICO, wiu 

ion to applicant 

' Applicaoi's unique dtatioa designation Dumber (optional). ' See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.g Qv or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter OfTicc thai issued ihe 
document, by the two-lener code (W[P0 Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indicaiion of the year of (he reign of the emperor must precede the serial number of 
the patent document ' Kind of document by the apOpropriaie symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language TransUtioD is attadied. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated (o take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any ooomieots on the amount of 
lime you ue required to coaq)teie this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U-s. Patent aul Tiademart Office. Washington. DC 2023 1 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450, Alexamlria. VA 22313- 1450. 



Under th8^ 




Doc. No. 242807 WEMMH/SB/08A (4/03) 
Approved for use through 1 0/3 1/2002. 0M6 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
erworH Reduction fi^ of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of (r;formaUon unless It contains a valid 0MB control number 



Substitute for fornri44§A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



(use as many sheets as necessary) 

1 2 rsn r 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Unassigned 



September 26. 2003 



Thomas L. Sevier et al. 



3764 



Quang D. Thanh 



Sheet 



Attorney Docket Number 20232-1 5 





U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examine/ 


cite 


Document Numtier 


Publication Date 


Name of Patentee or 


Pagee, Columne. Llnee where 
Relevant Passagea or Relevant 
Fiaurea Appeer 


Initials 




No.' 


numDei*'Kina woae lii uiowni 


MM-DD-YYYY 


Application of Cited Document 








00.1 9.1 OQC; 

uy- It" lyyo 


CI rone 










D 373 197 


08-27-1996 












1 373 970 














1.612.343 


12-28-1926 


Amussen 










1,769,872 


07-01-1930 


Weeks 










1.987.390 


01-08-1935 


Davis 










2,044.112 


06-16-1936 


WIdmann 










2.219,436 


10-29-1940 


Anderson 










2.752.623 


07-03-1956 


Tupper 










2.806.470 


09-17-1957 


Farrier 










3,107,665 


10-22-1963 


Nordgren 










3,389,418 


06-25-1968 


Sencabaugh 










3,557,776 


01-26-1971 


Boots 










3,888,241 


06-10-1975 


Fischer 










4,378,007 


03-29-1983 


Kachadourian 










4,461,285 


07-24-1984 


Courtin 






/ 




4.483,328 


11-20-1984 


Wolocko 










4,590.926 


05-27-1986 


Courtin 





Examiner 

Initials* 


Cite 
No.' 


Foreign Patent Document 

Country Codo'-Numbor'-Kind Code* Qi known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columna, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Figures A;^>ear 





















































































































WML 



Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



1 



copy of this ronn widi next comimiiucaUoa to applicant. 

' Applicant's unique ciution designation number (optional). ' Sec ICinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.usptq.gpv or MPEP 901 .04. ' Enter OfTicc that issued the 
document, by the two-leiter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the emperor must precede the serial number of 
the patent documeoL ^ ICind of document by the apOpropriaic symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 1 6 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language Tianslaiioa is attached. 

Bordea Hour Statemenu This form b estimated to take 2.0 hours to con^lete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of 
time you ait lequiicd to complete this fonn should be tent to the Chief Information Officer, U.s. Patent and Tndemaxfc OfRce. Washington, DC 2023 1 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: COmmissioiier for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Aieaandiia, VA Z23IM4S0. 



Doc. No. 242807 WEMMH/SWD8A (A/OZ) 

7 1 Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 

U.S. Patert and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
yg^Ofjj^P^tfSy^^ Reduction Ad of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a coltecttor) of irtformatton unless it contains a valid 0MB conUol number 



Substitute for io!trAiS9/^TO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

{use as many sheets as necessary) 


Complete if Known ^ 


Application Number 


Unassigned 


Filing Date 


September 26, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Thomas L. Sevier et al. 


Group Art Unit 


3764 


Examiner Name 


Quang D. Thanh 


^ Sheet 1 3 1 of| 5 


Attorney Docket Number 


20232-15 J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
rnillals- 


Clto 
No.' 


Document Number 
Numt>er-KInd Code' (tf known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 


Pages, Columns. Unet where 
Reievani PeBsagee or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


itr 




A dAQ *iQ7 
4,04b,0o/ 


uo- lU-iyo/ 


Simmons 










4,/UD,UoU 


11 i A 10fi7 
1 1- lU-iyor 


lepperoerg 












A*5 OO 10QQ 


Lii irlKi irt at qI 

nunoun ei ai. 










4,993,408 


02-19-1991 


Schwsisfurth 










5,080,111 


0M4-1992 


Pallin 










5,085,207 


02-04-1992 


Fiore 










5,103,809 


04-14-1992 


DeLuca el al. 










5,231,977 


08-03-1993 


Graston 










5.307,816 


05-03-1994 


Hashimoto et aL 










5,366,437 


11-22-1994 


Graston 










5,441,478 


08-15-1995 


Graston 






/- 




5.624.385 


04-29-1997 


Hwang 










6,077.239 


06-20-2000 


Un 

































































Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 
No; 


Foreign Patent Document 
Country Cods'-Mumbor'^lnd CodQ* (11 known) 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Application of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
Relevant Passages or Relevant 
Rgures Appear 





















































































































Examiner 
Signature 




fj 




Date 

Considered 







copy of this fonn with next cfsnmunicalioa to appUcaot. 



' Appilcanrs unique citaiion designaiioo number (optional). ' See Kinds Codes oT USFTO Patent Documeou at www.uspto.pov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office thai issued the 
document, by the two-letter code (WIPO Standard ST.3). * For Japanese patent documents, (be indication of the year of the reign of the emperor must precede (he serial mmiber of 
the patent document ' Kind of docuroau by the apOpropriaie symbols as indtcaied on (be docuoeat under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark 
here if English language Translation is studied. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Tune will vary depeodiog upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of 
lime you uc i^uired to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Infonnatioo OfTicer, U.s. Patent and Trademark Office, Washingun, DC 2023 1 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETCD FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND Ta Commisslooer for Patents. P.O. Box I4S0. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



Under the 




Doc. No. 242832 WEMMK/SBA)8a {Am) 
Approved for use thiDugh 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMEfiT Of COMMERCE 
are required to respond to a oottedlon of Information uniasa it contains a valid OMB control number 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Unassigned 



September 26, 2003 



Thomas L Sevier etal. 



3764 



Quang D. Thanh 



OTHER PRIOR ART • NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


cite 


Include name of the author (In CAPITAL LETTERS), tttle of the anlde (wtien appropriate), tlUe of the Item (book, magaxJne» Journal, 
serial, sympostum, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-Issue number<s) publisher city and^or counti7 where published 


T' 






Awareness & Health Unlimited, ''1 995- 1996 15"^ Year Anniversary Wholesale Catalog," pp. 
189. 192-193. 196. 234-235. 










iiib oiiuin'^'^ Muscle ijevice instructional oneet (oats unKnown). 










B. Steward, R. Woodman, & D. Hurlburt, "Fabricating a Splint for Deep Friction Massage." 
Joumai of Orthopaedic and Sports Physical Therapy, Vol. 21 , No. 3, March 1 995, pp. 1 72- 
175. 










G. Chamberiain, "Cyriax's Friction Massage: A Bewlew" Joumai of Orthopaedic and Sports 
Physical Therapy, Vol. 4, No. 1. Summer 1982, pp. 16-22. 










S. Lachmann, Soft Tissue Injuries in Sport, Blackwell Scientific Publications; 1988, pp. 12-16 
& 19-21. 










J. Cyriax, Textbooft of Orthopaedic f^edidne; Volume One, 1982, pp. 14-21. 










J. uyriax, lexwooKOj unnopaeoic Meoicine, voiunrie iwo, lu coiuon, i9oU, pp. i*o7. 










M. Cunningham, "How to Activate Your Healing Response An Alternative To Medication and 
Surgery," Acupressure Ancient Wisdom for Modem Day Healing; 1994, pp. 41-42. 










J. Travel!, M.D., and D. Simons. M.D.. tJiyofasdal Pain and Dysfunction The Trigger Point 
l^anual The Upper Extremities; Vol. 1. 1983. pp. 19-21. 59-61, 87. 88 & 99-102. 










Advertisement for '^Massage Stones," t^assage. Issue No. 56, July/August 1995, p. 77. 










Advertisement for THE KNOBBLEtm, Massage; Issue No. 56. July/August 1995, p. 158. 










J. Barnes, P.T.. The Myofascial Release Approach, Part II The Mind/Body Connection," 
Massage; Issue No. 50. July/August 1994, pp. 58 & 60-64. 










Z. Kurashova Wine, "Massage for Sports Injuries," f\4assage; Issue No, 42, March/April 1993, 
pp. 26-27. 










S. Taws. "Alleviating Low Back Pain Through Soft Tissue Release," Massage; Issue No. 52. 
Nov/Dec 1994. pp. 30-32. 










K. Jeffery, "Seashells as Massage Tools," Massage Therapy Joumat, Spring 1993. Vol. 32, 
No. 2. pp. 72 & 73. 










J. Horrigan, "Soft Tissue Center Therapy Facility of Tomorrow," Ironman; June 1990, pp. 115, 
116. 118&119. 










S. Levin, The Maverick of Sports Medicine," Healthr, January 1991, pp. 30-32. 





Examiner 
Signature 



Date 

Considered 



EXAMINER: Inilial if rererencc cotuideivd. whether or ool ciuUoa is in coaranDaace with MFEP 609. Draw line ihrougb ciuUoo if not in coDfionnanoc and oot considered, (ncludc 
copy of (his forai with next communication to appKcsm. 

* Applicant's unique citation desienaiion number (optional). * Applicant Is to place a Check mart here if English language TnnslaiioD is snached. 

Biudeo Hour Sutemcni: This fonn b cstkoated to lake 2.0 boun to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any commenu on the amount of 
time you aie required to complete this fbrm should be scrnu) the Chief hfoniBttonOf^^ 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 

COMPLE1ED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Cbmmissioner for Patents. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



mum ^ 



Under the 



of199S.no 



WEMMH/SBAKB (4/03) 
Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651*0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademailc Office: U.S. OEPARTMEhTT OF COMMERCE 
are required to respond to a ooltecton of Intonmatton unless it contains a valid 0MB control numtwr 



Substitute for form 1449B/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



{use as many sheets as necessary) 
of [ 5 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Rling Date 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Unassigned 



September 26, 2003 



Thomas L. Sevier et al. 



3764 



Quang D. Thanh 



Sheet 



Attorney Docket Number 



20232-15 



OTHER PRIOR ART - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials* 


Cite 

Ho: 


Include name of the author (In CAPfTAL LETTERS), tttle of the article (when appropriate), tttle of the Item (bock» maoazlne, loumal, 
serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-lstue niimt)er(6) publisher city and/or counuy where published 




fir 




W. Prentice, Ph.D, Therapeutic Modalities In Sports Medicine; 1986, pp. 217-242. 










B. Brudden, Pain Erasure The Bonnie Prudden Way, 1980, pp. 3-5, 15-17, 22, 99-101, 124 & 
266-268. 










W Hamnnfir DC FunctionsI Snft Tissue Fystninstion snd Tr^Atment bv Menus! Methods 77ia 
Extremities] 1991 . pp. 235-249. 










Z. Kurashova Wine, "Russian Massage," Massags: Issue No. 33, Sept/Oct 1991, pp. 40-43. 










R. Nimmo, The Techniquer, 1966, pp. 50-55. 






1/ 




n. vvouQiTion ariQ l. r ore, cvaiuaiion ana i rcaimeni oi oun i issue i..esions oi ino miikio any 
Forefoot Using the Cyriax Approach," Physical Therapy, Vol. 62. No, 8, August 1982. pp. 
1144-47. 





























































































Examiner 
Signature 



nceQonsid 



Date 

Considered 



¥■ 



EXAMINER: Inidal ir reference yonsideied, whether or noi cltatloo Is In coofonnance with MPEP 609. Drew Une ihroush ciisiioD If ooi In confonnaDce and not consideied. Include 
copy of (tus fom with nexi commumcadon lo appIicaaL 

' Appiicznt's unique cluUon designaticD number (optional). ' Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Tnuulatioa is attached. 

Burden Hooi Scuement: This Form is e«imatfd to take 2.0 boun to complete. Tune will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on the amount of 
time you are required to complete this form should be sent lo the Chief Information OfRocr. U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 2023 1 . DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissoner for Patents. P.O. Box 1 450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



